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St. Paul’s Weekly Beacon

February 24, 2008

“Matching Gift”

As promised here is the update on the generous matching gift toward the sanctuary renovation.  While the donor had initially offered $17,000, the individual has now increased this gift to $20,500 to help us finish our indebtedness for this phase of the project.  Half will be provided immediately and the other half when we have successfully matched it.  As of February 20th we have given a wonderful $13,154, which leaves us with a challenge of $7,346.  Please, consider what part you can play in reaching this milestone as we enjoy using our renewed and updated sanctuary.    
“Another Timely Gift!”
While the Lord blessed us with a gift of stock last week that exceeded $14,000, He has prompted another generous donor to provide $10,000 this week.  We are grateful for every large and small gift and remind  God’s cheerful givers of the Lord’s promise: “Test me in this, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it” (Malachi 3:10). 
“James”

Moms and Kids in Christ is looking to start a study of James using the People’s Bible series.  If anyone has a book that they could loan/donate to us it would be greatly appreciated!  Books can be dropped off on the desk in the church office.  If you would like it returned to you when we are finished, please put your name inside the front cover.  For those of you who loaned us the “Matthew” books in the past we are almost finished with them and you will be contacted about returning them to you.

“Sign Up for Greeters”

The sign-up sheets for greeters are located on the wall outside of the church office. Please sign up for the times that work best in your schedule. If you wish to serve the Lord as a greeter but are new to the program, a member of our Outreach Board will contact you to answer any of your questions or concerns.
“Lent is Here!”

The theme of our mid-week Lenten services is A SENSE OF LENT. This week we focus on tearing cloth. Pastor John Petersen from Mt. Olive Lutheran Church (ELS) will lead us in worship. Service times are 4:00 and 6:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s and 9:00 at the Beacon. A light meal is served in the Multi-Purpose Room at 5:00. Please join us for these special services as we experience Christ’s passion through our five senses.  
“New Communicating Christ Class”

It’s not too late to join our Communicating Christ classes. We meet on Monday evenings from 5:30-7:00. Child care is available. Another new class has begun on Saturdays from 3:00-4:30. 
“Risen Savior’s Kindergarten Round-up”

It’s not too late to round up your child for Risen Savior Lutheran School. Kindergarten Round-up for the 2008-2009 school year will take place on Friday, February 29 from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. on the St. Paul’s campus. Children entering kindergarten for the next school year and their parents are invited to attend this fun and informational meeting. Please look for a handout/sign-up sheet located in the narthex for more information. 

“Pre-Marriage Workshop”

On Saturday, March 8, Pastor Wong will be leading a half day workshop for couples who are planning to get married. We will focus on what God’s Word says about marriage and family life, and also speak about having a wedding at St. Paul’s. The workshop begins at 8 and ends around 1. Workshop materials and refreshments will be provided. There is no charge for this workshop. For more information and to sign up, please call Pastor Wong.
“MVL Events”

The MVL Chili Brunch is on Sunday, March 2nd from 10-1:00 in the MVL Commons.  Also the MVL Auction is Sunday, March 30th.  Lunch and viewing is at 11:00 and bidding will begin at 1:00.  All proceeds go to the unbudgeted wish list items. In 2007 the event helped raise over $30,000 for music, athletic, and academic equipment.  The auction committee would appreciate your (or your businesses) tax deductible donations.  Ideas include: use of a time share or cabin, professional sports tickets, professional services, or merchandise.  Questions? – call Joel Luehmann 625-2175.  Please respond before 3/2.

“Women’s Enrichment”

Salem Lutheran Church in Stillwater, MN will be hosting a Women’s Enrichment Weekend April 18-20.  The costs vary depending on how much of the conference you attend. Please stop in the office for more information.  Registrations must be received by March 18th.  
“BLC Position Opening”

Bethany Lutheran College invites applications for the position of Resident Manager for the 2008-2009 academic year (start date is July 1, 2008).  Responsibilities and job duties and the application process are outlined in the position description on your church bulletin board.  For additional information about the resident manager position, contact Ted Manthe, Dean of Student Services (tmanthe@blc.edu; 507-344-7745).

“BLC Music Recital”

Members of the Bethany Lutheran College Music Faculty will perform in a Faculty Recital on Monday, February 25 at 7 p.m. in Bethany’s Trinity Chapel.  The recital is free, and the public is invited to attend.












[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]