St. Paul’s Eve. Lutheran Church
Youth Mission Trip

June 12-19, 2010

Destination:

Abiding Savior Lutheran Church Weslaco, TX

Activity:
Canvass the surrounding neighborhood of Abiding Savior Church prior to the VBS that will be the following week.  We will work in tandem with the Youth Group from Mobile, Alabama. 

Itinerary:
Leave St. Paul’s on Saturday, June 12th at 7am.

Arrive in Weslaco on Sunday, June 13th at 7pm.

Monday June 14
History Day
Meet with Pastor Joel Sauer and receive training for the canvass. Canvassing will be done during the morning and early evenings.  Weslaco is a multi-cultural city with strong ties to Mexican heritage.  The people are very friendly and outgoing.  There is a strong influence of the Catholic Church but many of the residents that are in name only.  Their religious preferences are varied.  Abiding Savior is the only WELS congregation in the Rio Grande Valley.  Pastor Sauer and his family have been at Abiding Savior for 10 years.  He is very familiar with the community and the surround area.  
Abiding Savior is a congregation that small during the summer months but grows to a medium size congregation when the “Winter Texans” arrive.  There is a possibility that some of your relatives live in the Valley during the winter months.

Monday Afternoon 

The Rio Grande Valley is an area that flourishes in crop farming.  Particularly fruits, vegetables, cotton and sugar cane are the primary crops.  On Monday afternoon we will travel to nearby Hidalgo to visit and see how irrigation from the Rio Grande River made all of this possible.  There will be other places visited but these will be determined soon.
Monday Evening

There will be more canvassing plus helping prepare some crafts for the upcoming VBS.

Tuesday June 15
Cultural Day

Tuesday morning will be a continuation of canvassing, crafts preparations and other activities planned by Pastor Sauer.

Tuesday afternoon we plan to go over to Mexico.  This will only be possible if you have the proper credentials (either a passport or passcard), permission slip signed by your parents before we leave and if Pastor Sauer says it is safe for us to go).  Nuevo Progresso is just 6 miles from Weslaco.  The international bridge that goes over the Rio Grande River takes you to a place that is safe but has precautions in place just in case.  Nuevo Progresso is not Cancun.  Don’t want to give any false impressions but it is a place to go to see the culture of the Mexican heritage.
If we are not able to go over to Mexico, Pastor Sauer said he will provide you with an afternoon that will be just as enjoyable.

Tuesday evening we will again resume the canvassing and other activities for Abiding Savior.

Wednesday, June 16

Fun in the Sun Day

In the morning we will continue our assistance with the preparations for VBS.

In the afternoon we will be traveling to South Padre Island.  No it’s not spring break but you will be able to relax and enjoy the sandy beaches of the Gulf coast.  It should be nice and warm and lots of fun in the sun.

Wednesday evening we will be finishing our work for Abiding Savior and packing up to go home.

Thursday, June 17

Homeward Bound.  

We will leave Weslaco in the mid morning and traveling back to Minnesota.  On our way home we will be stopping in Waco, Texas.  Waco is the home to the Texas Rangers Museum, Doctor Pepper Museum and Baylor University.  All of these sites are close to one another.  

Depending on how long we spend in Waco will determine if we get home on Friday evening or during the day on Saturday.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ _tear off and return ___ ___ ___ __
Name ________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________

Phone Number ________________________________________________________

Parents Signature ______________________________________________________

Y / N Do you give your child permission to go to Mexico
To help to offset the cost of the trip we ask each child to pay $200 towards the trip. We ask the first $100 be included with the return of this slip by APRIL 18, 2010. Second Payment is due by MAY 23, 2010. There will be opportunity to offset this cost through sponsorships and specific volunteer work for our congregation. More details to come.

For Questions Please contact.

Travis S. @ cell: (507) 382-3684 or email: t_stewart2004@hotmail.com
Vicar Nick P. @ cell: (414) 758-1821 or email vicar@hickorytech.net
